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Editorial. 
THE best and most conscientious of young teachers havegener-ally commenced their work with an intense and almost exagger-
. ated idea of the extent of the;r responsibility and the magnitude 
of th ;ir office. Indeed, the average successful country teacher 
has, to a considerable extent, held himself responsible for all the 
short-comings, habits, practices, in-comings, and out-goings of 
the neighborhood in which he labors. He is a sort of mission-
ary. His conscience reproaches him when any of his pupils 
adopt habits or indulge in practices which impress him as either 
socially,. morally" educationally, or religiously objectionable. 
He congratulates himself when changes occur for the better in 
his community in any of these respects, and in his heart takes 
credit unto himself, somet imes mistakenly, therefor. But at any 
rate the young teacher, at,all worthy of his calling, sets out with 
large hopes, magnificent dreams of good to ' be done, and un-
bounded and glorious enthusiasm. 
These ardent aspirations of the young teacher who is "monarch 
of all he surveys" are commonly doomed'to serious abridgment 
when put to the test of actual practice. He soon finds, even 
under the most favorable circumstances, that there is much, if 
there are not many, his" realm to dispute." Unfortunate ·dif-
ficulties in the mental and 111 oral constitutions of those with 
whom he has to deal, and in the influences which affect them, 
tend to contract materially the sphere in which he is supreme. 
Inherent talent, broad and commanding character, obviolls sin-
cerity and honesty, gerrerolls culture and a wise tact, which never 
sacrifices essential principles to mere expediency, will enable this 
isolated tcacher to accomplish wonderful results, even though 
they fall short, both in the matter and the manner of their ac-
complishment, of the early dreams that enchanted him. He 
will grow in usefulness, in influence, and in power. He will find 
himself called to exercise the powers and functions that belong 
to the competent teacher. His advice and influence are sought, 
and invoked, and followed, to the extent that they are worthy 
of such deference, and in the proportion that his patrons are com-
posed of intelligent and patriotic citizens. That all teachers, 
under such circumstances, do not possess these prerogatives, is to 
be explained by remembering that they are not competent to ex-
ercise them . Too often, where attempts are made in the direc-
tion indicated, the impelling motive is selfish, or the chosen means 
inexpedient, or the ultimate object is unwise; and peo'ple gener-
ally are reminded of the ass who would wear the lion's skin. 
But the tendency of our people to congregate in cities, and the 
vast and complicated systems and schemes of education which 
are thereby rendered necessary and probable, introduce elements 
into the teacher's standards and guiding principles which are 
unknown to the isolaterl country teacher. Instead of the mis-
• 
sionary, who revolves ponderous schemes for the reformation or 
development of- his little w{)rld, the teacher is no longer a unit; 
th·e school becomes a complex organism, of which the individual 
teacher is only a part. The ideal teacher, whose attributes and 
functions the earlier text-book writers like D. P. Page, delineate , 
becomes distributed. The work to be done, the functions to be 
exercised, and the considerations to be borne in mind according 
to the old theory, are now, in fact, exercised by the board of 
education, the superintendent, the principal, and the eight to 
twelve teachers of the different grades. The distribution of work 
and functions is essential to the econemical, intelligent, and 
proper accomplishment of the va"t work of city school systems . 
There are all degrees of wisdom and unwisdom in its details. 
Ideas and practices that answer very well in small places, become 
narrow and imbecile when applied 'to a metropolis. How, in 
some, rofitable degree, to restore the teacher's personal influ-
ence 'and identity, which, as understood in country schools, is 
almost totally sacrificed in large, graded schools, or at least 
maintain a profitable equivalent for it, is one of the most impor-
tant questions in school polity and management. 
Thisquestion is not always, Qr generally, sufficiently considered. 
A large amount of the dissat isfaction felt with the graded 'system 
is due to the failure of school officers to afford, in their school 
organizations, a sufficient practical answer to it. A great many 
school officers, and it is feared some school superintendents, have 
,no adequate conception of its importance. A sentiment which 
has made some headway in some of the larger cities in the direc-
tion of lessening the number of grades, and, consequently, of 
lengthening the time spent in each is objectionable, in that it ex-
aggerates and multiplies all the essential defects of the graded 
system. A disposition to modify and curtail the principal's func-
tion, which has been manifested in some quarters, and which has 
found exp~ession in legislative action by some school boards, is 
liable to the same grave objection. Let it be borne in mind that 
in every large ·school system there is a considerable percentage 
of poor teachers. They will be found of every species, from the 
heart-freezing martinet or the personification of loquacious imbe-
ci lity to the poor victim who" runs the circus" of the school. 
Let it be borne in mind that our cosmopolitan cities contain 
areas of very low as well as very lofty cultivation-that in the 
change from teacher to teacher or from grade to 'grade; pupils 
as classes are often very unequally prepared-that the work of 
preparing examination questions is a very peculiar and responsi -
ble work-and that the work of marking answers to questions is 
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also a ver}"critical and responsible work, which is specially liable 
to be carelessly, slightingly, and unj~stly done, when a large 
- amount of it must be done in a short time, and it will be seen 
that the practice which prevails in some places of having an 
annual or other stated examination for promotion in all grades 
in which the questions are prepared by some distant, whimsical, 
erratic central authority or even by the superintendent, is attended 
by so many probabilities of too much preparation, or too little 
preparation, or wrong preparation, or of preparation which, 
though good, was not called for, that the chances of injustice 
and wrong will greatly outnumber all other chances, 
Given, then, a city school of one thousand pupils, twenty 
teachers, and a principal. How shall such a school be operated 
so as to l'roduceJeast friction-least waste of time and talent on 
the part of teachers and pupils, and the greatest good to· all ? 
Let the principal assume the fun cti4ln of master of the school-
the whole school. Let the grades be numerous, that the inter-
vals between them may be short. Whenever a class has pass<:d 
over the work of a grade, let him examine that class that those 
who have been industrious and faithful may pass on without 
delay. In this way no time will be lost, The principal makes 
the acquaintance of all his pupils·, He sees, and tests, and in-
'spires the work of his assistants at frequent intervals. H I:! is 
able to perceive, appreciate, anticipate and provide for special 
difficulties of his locality and surroundings. He secures har-
mony, progress, and scholarship according to the measure of 
capacity, cultivation, ana common sense with which he is en-
dowed. In short, he becomes again the individualized, influen-
tial, and responsible being which may be found in the isolated 
competent country school t~acher. Let city poards of education 
hasten to place such a man with such functions in chax;.ge of each 
of their schools. . 
-----------------
Wherefore let the principal's office be magpified! Let the 
disposition to change his function to that of a mere class teacher 
be regarded as shallow, calculated to make the office of principal 
imaginary, and unjust to other class teachers between whom and 
tJle principal there should be a difference of function as marked 
as their differences of rank or salary. Let the policy of elimi-
nating from the profession the class of men who have dignified 
and are capable of dignifying and ennobling any profession be 
understood as surely and inevitably weakening and destroying 
the most essential and vital part of the whole schoo~ system . • 
Let that city which fails to provide such an organized school as 
has been described for each thousand of its school enrollment be 
set down as either ignorant of, or indifferent or recreant to its 
trust. Let it be pointed out as doomed to defeat and disaster in 
all its material, mental, and moral aspirations in the exact pro-
portion of its neglect. Let it be warned to send at once for 
Mr. Mayo to start an educational revival. W. 
THE SUMMER VACATION. 
A DUTY which every scho.ol-teacher owes to himself and to the cause which he professes to serve is to make provision 
for a healthful and enjoyable occupation during the long vacation 
which comes once a year to teachers of graded schools. Idleness 
is not only a disgrace, it is an evil; and no teacher should per-
mit himself or herself to spend the bright months of the summer 
vacation idling about the streets and scenes where the school-
work of the year has been performed, and where it may be per-
formed again. A change of occupation is what is demanded by 
the healthy, vigorous intellect as well as by the body. By flee-
ing far away from the school and the school scenes, and permit-
ting one's self to become interested in new scenes and new 
studies, not only is the mind refreshed and invigorated, but the 
body, worn down and half dead from the monotonous routine-
work of the school, becomes recuperated and strengthened, as 
the wilting, sun-parched grass by a shower in May. . 
It is a wise thing for teachers to club together for a few weeks 
of camp-life in the summer. If any book-study is attempted, let 
it be chiefly to dispel emuti, or gratify a llabi! of study, but never 
as a real work. When one takes his book for work, he should be 
in the best of physical health, and should not pe limited to a few 
weeks, or to the unfamiliar and barren surroundings of a summer 
camp. Real study must be done in the library, where books are 
accessible, and where the mind is not distracted by unusual 
sounds or scenes. A systematic, forced exclusion of one's self 
from books and libraries is what we are advocating. Go to the 
woods, and when there do ju~t what you want to. It may be as 
well as anything to lie on the grass and sleep an hour or two 
each day. Allow your attention to tle attracted by the thousand 
little things in nature which never before claimed a moment's 
notice from you. Lie on the ground and look at the · grass; 
examine the roots, the soil in which it grows, the bugs, aild 
worms, and insects of various kinds which are all about it on the 
ground and in the air; turn on your back and watch the clouds; 
and when you think you wbuld like a change of oC,cupation, run 
with all your might to the hill away yonder, or clnnb a tree as 
you did when you were a boy. Only be sure that you are so tar 
away from home and school that you can have no possible reason 
for hurrying back to the house. Take plmty of time. Let every-
thing" go to grass," like yourself, for a few days or weeks. If 
you can have one or more companions of like temperament with 
you, so much the better; you can laugh and talk and ask all 
kinds of questions, which you would not dare to do at home, or 
within hearing of your pupils, for fear of exposing your ignorance. 
A genuine yacation trip, where the details are not too fully 
planned beforehand, and where the time is not felt to be limit-
ed,-so that the teacher feels as though he were wa~ting time if 
not employed at some familiar task,-is sure to result in a healthy 
growth of body, soul, and mind. It is about the only thing 
which will fully fit a teacher for the duties of the coming year. 
Those teachers who never make such use of their vacations can 
be easily picked out from the host after a few years of teaching. 
They become typical pedagogues, and afford the general public 
an opportunity of making sport of "schoolma'ams" in general, 
whether male or female. They make the kind of teachers who 
nev<,:r leave the profession-for the simple reason that they can't 
get any thing else to do. They become spoiled in a few years, 
and are henceforth good for nothing but to teach school! A sad 
fact it is that the school is made the receptacle for so much 
humanity that can't earn a respectable living outside of it. 
But we urge again the · enforced trip away from home and 
school. Go away to stay, and leave your books behind you. 
No better trip, for those who can afford it, than the one pro-
posed in our correspondence column by Supt. Gove last week, 
could well be planned for July and August. It would be a hun-
dred times more enjoyable, if not more satisfactory, than last 
year's trip to the" Centennial." Such a trip, including its ex-
pense, may actually be more of a necessity to the physiql and 
mental ,w~lfare of many teachers than the hundr~d dollars which 
it will cost. , At any rate, do~'t neglect to provide for some kind 
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of a change from school work during the coming vacation. Fifty 
dollars paid for books during the year m.ay be money well ex-
pended, but fifty dollars spent for a good vacation spree will pay 
as well in the end, and perhaps prove the only means of render-
ing the books of any value to you instead of your heirs. W. 
SCHOOL ECONOMY. 
IV. TARDINESS. 
H. B. BUCKH AM. 
Lit is proper to slate that the followmg, together with all the author has to say on the sub· 
jeet of H Tardiness," was in the hands of the editor berore the article numbered Ill. was 
written. Th is latter was an interpolation in the series.] 
I SUGGEST (2) that while it is wise for the teacher to begin school at the hour, whether few or many of his pupils are present, it is not wise for his 
watch to be far ahead of all the clocks in the district, though it may be with 
the sun. \,{here a town·clock, or rail·road trains, or any standard, regulates 
time for all, the school times goes with the rest; but in scattered districts it is 
something wonderful how clocks will diffa in slowness, and a teacher may 
make much tardiness by insisting upon going by the fastest time· piece of the 
lot, viz., his own. If anyone thinks this is written to fill a column, let me 
say that I knew a teacher to make just this mistake all through a wlllter 
school; the clocks of all who had them were, in different degrees, con-
veniently slow in the morning so that breakfast could be had and chores done 
before school. The teacher's watch was right, and he began and closed 
school by it, and as a consequence. the tardiness was frightful. When the 
teacher, who "boarded round," remonstrated with parents, and sent word 
home by the children that they were late every morning and lost their reading 
lesson, the invariable answer was, "the master's watch is too fast." The 
master was one to about twenty; and the minority, very small and wholly in 
the right" as to the time 0' day,' ? was beaten every day. Were I to teach 
again in such a district-and I suppose there are many such districts now-I 
would yield a little to the habits of the place, make a noon·mark in the school-
house, expl~in the same to the children, and every parent I could get hold of 
and show every day that my watch, or the school-clock, was very nearly with 
the sun, and that sun dial would, on every sunshiny day, be a bright witness 
against them if they were tardy in the morning, and against me if I were 
behind when" the hour for retiring" from school came. 
and keep on h:lI1d all the anecdotes showing the good and the evil side; let 
it be the expectation of children to hear some new illllstration of this subject 
frequently. I once startled my school into at least a momentary sense of the 
importance of punctuality in this way: It was the hour for lecture before the 
whole body of students. Just as I was beginning, Miss X was heard coming 
late into the room. It took her thirty seconds to get to her place and be ready 
to attend. I remembered reading long ago wh:\t a teacher, a Quaker lady, I 
believe, did on a similar occa~ion, and I said, "We have watted half a min-
ute by my watch for Miss X, who should have been here when the rest were. 
Half a minute multiplied by two hundred makes a hundred minutes; an hour 
and forty minutes lost by Miss X's being thirty seconds· tardy. Can we afford 
to pay so much for anyone's carelessness ?" 
Care must be taken, however, not to make this a school virtue only. School 
is for education in all tbat is true and good; the end of school is not school, 
but education, training, habit, character. If punctuality is inculcated only 
that school may benefited, that the per cent for the term may be a fraction 
higher than it wa, last term, that so mony may be proclaimed on the last day 
as not having been tardy once, it hard ly rises to the nrerit of n virtue; if that 
were all, I do not think I would labor for it as I have felt bound to do. H -
it is to be learned at school so as to be practiced at school and elsewhere neg-
lected, if it is not to go out from school with the pupil as his habit in every 
relati0n of life, nay, if it is not just as valuable out of school as in, then it is 
not worth the pains taken to secure it; then it has merely a conventional 
merit, and degenerates into a practice or requirement intrinsically of no more 
account in the results of school training than the order in which pupils sit in 
their class or in which they file out at recess. 
5. The recognition and commendation of punctuality, as well as finding 
fault with tardiness, should be a prominent feature of this management. Chilo 
dren in fault expect as a matter of cllurse that they will be scolded, for is not 
scoldmg in its milder forms of fretting and" nagging," to its more violent but 
scarcely more exasperating form of out-and· out tongue.banging, the teacher's 
unquestioned prerogative and his unfailing resource? Tardy ones are some-
times made to stand by the door and think how long they were on the road to 
school, or they have to take their recess alone, or, mayhap, to write a compo-
sition or to spell an extra lesson, all of which tends to make them wonderfully 
fond of these particular exerdses and to regard punctuality as an antidote to 
certain forms of evil rather than any thing good in itself. I am not saying 
now that something like this may not be necessary in some cases; for we 
have to try every resource and sometimes they all fail and Wll are at our wits' 
end; but instead of dir~ctly harrowing Johnny'S feeling because he was late, 
it would be better, sometimes, to excite his shame, or even his envy, at least his 
emulation, by praising Willie who was, and always is, early. Ask him how 
it comes about that he, Willie, who lives a mile away, is always here among 
the first, while Johnny, who lived nearest of all the boys, is never more than 
just in time; do not tell him that he is sure tu be governor of Iowa because' 
he is punctual, while Johnny can never come to this dignity because he is 
not, nor that punctual boys are always good and bright, for they are not; but 
g:t at this Johnny, notorious for unpunctuality, indirectly through honest but 
110t Hattering or lying commendation of the others' promptness. This is only 
Willie's due, and most boys and girls are more easily drawn than driven. In 
time of war, military posts of minor strength and importance are sometimes 
surprised into surrender without a fight; it seems to me that often tbese minor 
school offences might surcease by the surprise excited at the cessation of blame 
constantly and frettingly directed to a certain class of offenders and the nov-
elty of praise directed to the others ~ubstituted therefor. 
HALF HOURS WITH PLANTS, OR HINTS IN BOTANY. 
II . A MAY WALK. 
S. P. BARTLETT, Boston. 
3. I mention, by itself, the point jllst hinted at, viz., pll11ctual closing, as 
well as punctual opening, of school. Beginning any time between nine and 
ten in the morning means clo;ing any time between four and five in the after-
noon. Loose time at either end of the day makes loose time at the other end. 
" Don't know just when school does begin," "School closes somewhere along 
about four," are the concrete way of saying that the school-pupil and teacher 
-is punctual, or the reverse, by chance and not on principle; that the author-
ities-teacher and parent-let things go pretty much as it happens in one of 
the most important elements of char~cter, viz., promptness and decision in 
doing common and frequently recurring duties. If the children and their 
parents know that school will close, as well as begin, at the proper time, they 
will see that the teacher lIleans to practice on his part what he requires from 
others, and will be sure what they can depend on; this certamty of promptness 
at dismissal, which is just as much a virtue as promptness at opening, is a 
strong argument for punctuahty, because it shows that school is managed, in 
this respect of time, on business principles. We can find abundant illustration 
of this outside of school; one Will suffice. Why does the Billle·class or the 
weekly prayer meeting so often loiter ~t its beginning, but because it so often 
lingers at its close that persons whose time is valuable and who would yet be 
glad to give any definite portion to these cannot afford to waste time and 
patience both before they begin and after they ought to end, in answer to the 
unreHecting requirements of the dilatory, the puttering, and the always- "The spirit of the south wind calls 
unready? I would say to my school, "You come at the right time and you From his blue throne of air, 
And where his whispering voice in music falls 
shall go at the right time. I believe in dismissing when the hour for dis· Beauty is budding there: 
missal comes; I can't dismiss till the work is done; you must come in the The bright ones of the valley break 
morning, so that our worK may all be done before night." Their slumbers and awake." 
4. Line upon line and precept upon precept let the duty and the propriety IT is the time of new buds, new leaves and Rowers. Perhaps the most 
and the advantages of punctuality be set forth, and the losses and the disad- beautiful month of all the year. We will take our le.son in the green 
vantages . of tardiness. Let them be urged by example and by general ex· meadows, and th~ough the sheltered lane, and little Hower sprinkled pastures\ 
hortation and personal ~ppeals. On every- ~et occasion make this virtue and by the road·sldes where great trees are opening their· foliage to the swee't, 
glorious by impressing on the minds of children how convenient and useful bright air. We shall gather, handfuls llC blossoms and leaves, and our time 
and befitting a thing it is that they shpuld not keep people waiting. Collect ,. will be all too short; so we must improve it very Cast. 
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First, we must notice the little blades of grass under Ollr feet. What a 
lovely color they are, and how bright the meadows, so newly springing. The 
grass roots are fibrous, and they increase in proportion as their leaves are 
trodden down, or consumed. We can scarcely pull up a root, but must dig it 
from the turf. Vou must notice it is a creeping root, and very useful are all 
these fibers in keeping the meadow soil from washing away in heavy rains. 
A man I once knew, called them" little vipers!" Wh.at do you think of 
that? He was a good man, but he never had the excellent schools provided 
him that children now have, and ht! need scarcely be so mnch a.~hamed of 
his error as you would be had you not studied the words fiber and viper and 
learned their meaning. . 
Holland, we will remember, has its dykes of made land woven with strong-
rooted grasses, that evidently hold the soi l in a network of roots against the 
encroaching sea. The grass family is perhaps the most important to man and 
beast of all in the vegetable world, so we will not be impatient to pause and 
consider well these green and beautiful meadows of spring, and think of the 
sweet mowing fields, .and the coming fruit of the grains-our Indian corn, 
and wheat. and rye, so necessary to life.' These belong to the grass family, as 
also the sweet-juiced sugar cane, and the tall bamboo of the East Indies. Of 
all the grasses, only one, the darnel, is known to be poisonous. 
The dandelions are bright and golden this sunny morning. They are wide-
awake flowers, and love the early sun and sparkling dews, and get a bit weary 
,vhen the sun grows high and noon approaches. The dandehon deserves a 
separate study, but now we will pick its yellow flowers, only stopping to 
observe the leaves of the plant, for they name it. See, they are edged with 
toothed divisions, and some fanciful botanist, long ago, must have thought 
them shaped like a lion's tooth, as dent de lion is its French name. Very 
ferocious it sounds, for such an inoffensive plant. Here is a full brook leap· 
ing down from hidden springs away back among the hills. It courses by the 
pasture side, its brown waters laughing and flashing. The boys know where 
speckled turtles come to bask on the stepping stones by and by, at noon. We 
hope they will not do evil to them. I saw two little boys with two small tur-
tles yesterday, who said: "We are going to tie them in our yard, with strings, 
when we go to school!" Maybe they did not reflect how hard the poor tur · 
ties would stmggle while the boys were at school, to get away back to their 
cool brook and its waters. Cruelty and thoughtlessr.ess are good words to 
learn to spell. 
Tender new ferns fringe this merry little stream that sings over the pebbles 
so happily. Not long ago they were wrapped in close balls of fawn-colored 
wool, all curled away, lest a cold wind should bite them. This is the way 
God takes care of the delicate ferns, that we may enjoy their beauty. Now, 
the birds can line their ne~ts with the soft tufts of cast-away wool. There are 
many more p1ants by the brook.side, J)ut I know you are eager for our walk 
to go on, so we will strike into this warm lane. Indeed it is a sweet old lane. 
Its low wild hedge. rows are bursting into green leaf, and it is blue with large 
violets, 01 which we pick all we will. Vou know just how to describe the 
violet flower, without any botany, you think, but one of these days you will 
like to search and see what the books witl teach you of this large and interest-
ing family, for many pleasant reasons. Now remember it is called the Viola, 
and is said first to have been described in Ionia, which may send you to the 
geography. We will pull a root, and see how it differs from the horizontal 
grass roots. See, it is large, thick, and ends abruptly, as i( bitten short ofl·. 
This is why it is called by botanists" premorse." 
Here are plenty of anemones. Some of you call them mayflowers; but the 
mayflower is the trailing arbutus, that sweet little starry flower that comes so 
early under the leaves in the wood. The anemone is never fragrant. A very 
pretty name for it is the wind flower. It is said to love the soft breath of May 
breezes, that so its delicate purple-stained flowers may be stirred to part; and 
that gives it the name of wind flower. Does it not look as if the south wind 
,had gathered whole snowy drifts of these blossoms under the old stone wall ? 
See how beautiful are its leaves, tinged with brown. They grow III threes, 
and are cut and notched more periectly than you could ever imitate, should 
you try your best. 
Another flower, very well known to you, and very different, presses close to 
the grass. It is the wild strawberry, ivory white, with a yellow heart. Do 
you know why there are so many of the little plants here that 'the flowers seem 
almost to be thickly inlaid in the short turf? It is b.ecause the strawberry 
throws off short runners that catch alld take root at the end, a little way from 
the mother plant. The runners look like strong red stems or vegetable threads 
running from plant to plant as you may see. Quite different from the grass, 
and violet, roots the strawberry. But we will leave unplucked these flowers, 
that by and by you may gather the berries. They name the plant from their 
fragrance the Fragaria. 
This pleasant lane, wh~re we linger, has another flower coming into lovely 
bloom-one of the fairest wild flowers of May-the wild geranium. It is 
very tender, and we must carry its lilac cups gently. It is our only American 
geranium, all the cultivated ones of the family, so superb, and various, being 
of foreign birth. Some of them are natives of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
others of Australia. That almost seems to make us regretful, when we think 
how we could love such splendid wild flowers; but as a whole, the plants of 
our temperate zone are far more desirable and satisfying. Tropical flowers are 
gorgeous, and oftentimes monstrous in size; but you would never exchange 
our fair, fresh, and beautiful flowers of the field and forest, so true to their 
seasons, for the brilliance of all the tropics. This soft geranium is called the 
cranesbill, because the peaked seedvessel resembles a crane's beak. Its 
downy leaves are palmate, or hand shaped . 
And now we have left the lane, and reach a more sandy road which winds 
down hill and over a bridged stream. There are ledges of rock beyond the 
wall, and we will find, sheltered in their crevices, the prettiest wild columbine 
that grows-the scarlet and yellow. Its little horned nectaries, dusted with 
gold, you know hold each a sugar drop of honey curled in a tiny ball upon 
the end, which you love to bite off. But the bees are robbed, and the flower 
is spoiled when you do that, and the wild bees would gather the honey with-
out harming so lovely a flower. In the double garden columbine the beautiful 
hollow horns are set one withm another very numerously and curiously. The 
delicate pearl-white, with pencillings of blue, is very beautiful. Vou see 
mos~es on and about this old gray rock. Now is the time of bloom of many 
of them, but the mosses you can understand little about, until you love to study 
botany faithfully. 
Now we will pause upon the little bridge, and the boys may climb and 
bring down some of the maple keys-the fruit of the maple flower-that hang 
in the new-leafed trees above. How curiously they are patterned, like thick-
ened wings of insects, in pairs, upon their green threads. They look very 
pretty drooping from our handful of flowers . We will pick some maple 
leaves, too, and some sweet sassafras twigs, and pretty tre.mbling birch sprays 
so finely cut. There will be tufts of pinkish velvet bits of leaves on some of 
the old oaks, as we go toward home, by the oak wood. Although the oaks 
"re so sturdy, and hardy, they are among the late leafed trees. 
And now, while all so brief seems our walk and talk in May, it is, in reality, 
a holiday one, when we have not counted time. Well I know we cannot tire 
among the beautiful and useful plants and trees, while the more we observe 
the more we love to find we may learn. We have gathered many blossoms 
and leaves while walking and talking. Some are for home, and some are for 
the school room, both of which we delight to make pleasant. 
DICTATION DRAWING. 
Prof. L. S. THOMPSON, Sandusky, Ohio. 
LESSON XVIII. 
PLACE a dot at the center of the space to be used. Place a dot half an inch to the left of the center dot, and another half an inch to the right 
of it. Place a dot one inch above the left dot, and another one inch below it. 
Place a dot one inch to the right of the lower one. Draw a verllcal straight 
line from the left upper dot to the left lower one; draw another vertical line 
from the right middle dot to the right lower one; draw a horizontal line 
from the middle of the first vertical line to the upper end of the second verti-
cal line. A side view.of a chair will be drawn. 
LESSON XIX. 
Place a dot at the center of the space to be used. Place a dot half an inch 
to the left of the center dot, and another half an inch to the right of it. 
Place a dot one inch above the right dot, and ' another one inch below it. 
Place a dot· one inch to the left of the lower one. Draw a vertical straight 
line from the right upper dot to the right lower one; draw another vertical 
line from the left middle dot to the left lower one' draw a horizontal line 
from the top of the second vertical line to the middl; of the first vertical line. 
The result will be the same as Lesson XVIII., rev~rsed. 
LESSON Xx. 
Draw dots as in Lesson XVII. Draw an oblique straight line from the 
upper dot to the dot that is nalf-\vay from the center dot to the left one; an 
oblique line from the upper dot to the dot that is half-way from the center dot 
to the right one; another, from the lower dot to the dot that is half-way from 
the center dot to the left one; another, from the lower dot to the dot that is half-
"-
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way from the center dot to the. right one; another, from the left dot to the 
dot that is half·way from the center dot to the upper one; another, from the 
left dot to the dot that is half·way from the center dot to the lower one; 
another, from the right dot to the dot that is half-way from the center dot to 
the upper one; another, from the right dot to the dot that is half-way from 
the center dot to the lower one. 
Remarks.-The result of this lesson will be two rhombs, or diamond-
shaped figures, one vertical and the other horizontal, crossing each other. 
According to the lesson the vertical rhomb will be made first. When the 
first rhomb is completed its name may be given, and the difference between 
it and a square clearly pointed out. Show the children that a square con-
tains four equal sides and four square corners, or right angles; that a rhomb 
contains four cqual sides also, but no square corners or, right angles. If the 
meaning of "ight al/gle has not been explained before, it may be explained 
at this point of progress. If necessary, make a separate lesson of 
of it. Show the children that any square corner, whether turned upward, 
downward, left, or right, is called a right alzgle. Let them see that it is the 
size or shape of the opeiling that gives it the name of right angle and not its 
position on the paper or slate. They sometimes get the idea that if there is a 
right angle, there may also be a left angle. It is not necessary nor desirable 
that little children should commit to memory a geometrical definition of a 
right angle, but only that they should be able to call it by name when they see 
it, and to draw it when called for, or dictated. 
LESSON XXI. 
Begin at the left side of the space to be used and draw a horizontal straight 
line, toward the right, one inch long. Begin at the right end of this line 
and draw a vertical straight line downward one inch long. From the lower 
end of the last line draw a horizontal line one inch long, toward the right. 
Begin at the last stopping place and draw lines, each one inch long, in the 
following order: upward, righot, downward, right, upward, right, downward, 
right, upward, right, downward, right, upward, etc. 
R elllarks.-A simple meander, or fret border, will be the result. It is the 
foundation of what is sometimes called a Crenelated Moulding, or an Em-
battled Fret Moulding, used considerably by thOe Normans. 
LESSON XXII. 
Begin at the left si,\e of the space to be used and draw straight lines of the 
following directions and lengths : Right, half an inch; upward, half an 
inch; left, half an inch; upward, half an inch; right, one inch; downward, 
one inch; right, one inch; upward, half an inch; left, half an inch; up-
ward, half an inch; right, one inch ; downward, one inch; right, one inch; 
upward, half an inch; l ef~ , half an in ch; upward, half an inch; right, one 
inch, downward, one inch, etc. 
R elllarks.-The result of this Icsson will be the simplest form of the Greek 
fret. The meander, or fret ornament, is one of the oldest known to history. 
The name, Greek fret , is given because this ornament was frequently used by 
the Greeks. In some form or other it has been used by every nation, ancient 
and modern. Even to·day one cannot turn his eye •. in any direct!on without 
seeing some form of this ornament as applied to architecture, glassware, table· 
cloths, &c. Encourage the children to point out examples of this kind of or-
nament. 
LESSON XXIII. 
In the middle of the space to be used draw a vertical straight line three 
inches long and divide it into three equal parts. One inch from the top draw 
a horizontal straight line two inches long, one inch toward the left and one 
inch toward the right. Draw oblique straight lines as follows : One, from 
the top of the vertical line to the left end of the horizontal line; another, from 
the top of the vertical line to the right end of the horizontlil line; another, 
from the left end of the horizontal line to the lower end of the vertical line; 
another, from the right end of the horizontal line to the lower end of the ver~ 
tical line. 
R emarks.- The result of this lesson may be called an outline drawing of a 
kite. If difficulty is experienced in (!rawing a line three inches long, let the 
children draw a line one inch long first, then add a second inch, and then a 
third. This method also saves dividing the line into thirds. 
TOWNSHIP SUPERINTENDENCY IN MICHISJAN. 
1. N. BRAINERD, Flint, Mich. 
I BELIEVE the present method of superintending our schools is not in favor with the majority of thinking people. To sustain my position, allow 
me to quote from the last State Superintendent's Report: 
"Of the 915 superintendents in the state, only 272 made rep..,rts to the State 
Superintendent. Of th is number 69 expressed decided convictions in regard 
to the wisdom of the change from county superintendency to the township 
plan-12 supporting it, and 57 opposing it. Thus it is seen that even the in-
cumbents of the office oppose it, nearly five to one. Had the other,; told us 
their opinions about the change, it is possible that the ratio would be less." 
One of the "~asoJtS for making the change was to sav~ ~xpmu. Let us see 
how well it has been accomplished. Th.e Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion says, page lxxxiii., Report of 1875: 
" It appears, however, from the inspector's returns, that the amount of com· 
pensation recei \'ed by 722 superintendents for five months' service was 
$9,627 50. In 193 townships the inspectors make no report under this head. 
Estimating these at the average pay of those reporting, the total is $ 12,267.72. 
This is equal for the year to $29,442.48. while the estimated expense of the 
county superintendency during the year ending Sept. 7, 1874, was $24,828," 
an increase of about $4,600. 
The Superintendent of Erin, Macomb county, says: 
" In the repeal of the county superintendency, I believe the public schools 
have been drawn back almost to their original condition." 
The Superintendent of Chippewa, Mecosta county, says: 
" But, in my opinion, the present arrangements for trusting the oversight of 
district schools to township superintendents will work a speedy ruin to the 
school system. There is not one town in five that has men that are well 
qualified to fill the office of superintendent." 
The Superint('ndent of Ravenna says: 
" They almost unanimously signed the petition to do away with the law 
that created the county superintendent. This was to avoid the attendant ex-
pense of ten cents per annum for each pupil, but nine-tenths of the advocates 
of that petition in this section are now ready to recant, as they find to their 
great astonishment that system abolished only to be supplanted by another 
far inferior, and costing double the amount." 
The Superintendent of Dayton, Tuscola Co., who evidently takes a 
"second sober thought," says : 
"I make the broad assertion that the township superintendency is a perfect 
failure ; as proof I offer several reasons: First, the cost in dollars is more 
than the county superintendency co t. Suo"d, a great mllny of the township 
superintendents are not qualified for the office, and men of sufficient qualifi-
cations, as a general rUle, will not be troubled with it. Third, mllny of the 
township superintendents are nl.lt able to prepare questions for examination 
themselves, and if the supenntendents meet in convention and have a uni-
formity of questions, the questions are peddled over the county pretty thor · 
oughly, so that applicaut~ have a good opportunity to post well before-
hand, especially when going from one township to another to be examined. 
Fotn·th, different examiners have different standards from which to gmde the 
qualifications of an applicant, which gives some more and others less than 
their just deserts. Fifth, the present system has opened the gates for easy ex-
aminations, and the field is becoming crowded with incompetent teachers, 
\~~i1e many of the best teachers are becoming so disgusted that they are re-
tmng from the profession rather than compete with their inferiors. Sixtn, 
teachers cannot contract for a school before they have a certificate; some-
times half a dozen or more will apply for the same school; when they are ex-
amined the school officers select one, and the others are out upon the world 
again, looking for a school, with very poor prospect of finding one, as in all 
probability every school in their township is already taken, and they have no 
certificate for any other. Many other objections might be offered, but I for-
bear." 
:rhe Superintendent of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo county, who can assign a 
r~asolz for his belief, says : 
"The township superintendency system, then, labors under the following 
di~adv~ntages : (a) If is subject to the political caucus. (6) As a permanent 
thll1g, It can not always or often have really good men. (c) It requires a 
change of officers every year. (d) When it does get a good man, it is second-
ary work with him, and cannot have the interest of a continuous life-work. 
The best thing that can be said in its favor is that it is better tban nothing 
which is not an excuse-much less, a reason-for retaining it." , 
The Superintendent of Summit, Mason county, says: 
" The office of township superintendent would probablv prove a benefit to 
the school system, if it could a/ways 6~ Jilld 6y a COIII/ut~;,t ptrsoll but when 
an office is so widely diffused, it follows as a natural consequence ina! it will 
sOllldi1llts 6~ Jill~d by p~rso,lS of /i",i/~d acquir~lIImts alld t.xp~rimct." 
I saw a striking illustration of the truthfulness of the last statement in the 
above, a short time ago, in the office of a distinguished educator in one of our 
large cities. It was an application made by a township superintendent <I) for 
sets of examination questions for the different grades of certificates, together 
with various items of information about conducting examinations, and a form 
for teachers' certificates. The letter was entirely without punctuation, and 
had the most indiscriminate use of capitals. I believe he is not the only ~ 
ignoramus who is a township Superintendent. 
What good thing can we expect from such a system of supervision of our 
schools, that was not attained by an efficient county superintendency?" 
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SUGGESTIONS ON TEACHING HISTORY. 
THOMAS EpWARDS, Irving Park, Illinois. 
THE qualifications necessary to teach history successfully are: first, a thorough knowledge of the subject; and second, a definite method of 
imparting that knowledge. 
The first is an actual requirement: The teacher who has not completely 
mastered a subject cannot teach it intelligently. He who has but a limited 
knowledge of history cannot teach as successfully as one who is a master of 
the subject. The reason why the one possessing but a partial knowledge 
fails is because his time is divided, the 2'reater portIOn heing' devoted to pe 
rusing the text-book in order to a.;certain whether the pupil recites correctly 
or not. But with the teacher who understands the subject it is different. He 
can give his undivided attention to the recitation-making it not only in-
structiv:!, but interesting. The instruction given by those who must have an 
open text-book before them fur reference while conducting a recitation will 
be of very little profit. H e teaches best who understands the subject best. 
The second qualification is as important as the first, but is more or less de-
pendent upon it. A method would be useless to a teacher who did not possess 
the first requirement. Again, a teacher may be thoroughly qualified in the 
subject and fail to teach in a systematic and proper manner. This is wit-
nessed in ,ome of the schools where history is studied by simply reading 
chapter after chapter in regular succession, witho~t any~questioning whatever. 
The profit derived from studying history in such a way as this would about 
equal the success a certain boy achieved killing weeds by hoeing, minus the 
value of the time wasted in studying. He was given a weedy patch of tur-
nips to hoe. Desirous of going over the ground as quickly as possible, he 
hoed so badly that at the close of a day's labor he was obliged to put a stake 
in the ground to mark where he had left off, so that the next morning he 
would know where to commence. This aptly illustrates the unprofitableness 
of teaching history by the re.lding plan, and forcibly emphasizes the thought 
that complete success rewards only well·directed labor. 
A method that would profitably direct the labor in teaching history IIlUst 
regard a few Important features. First, the chronological order of th e sub-
jecs should be observed. This is oftentimes, quite difficult to do, when the 
text-bo?k presents the events in a promiscuous order. The date of a trans-
action can be longer remembered by associating with it some coincident eveut 
occurring elsewhere. 
Second, the connection of an event to the subject and its unity must be 
preserved. It require. considemble skill to introduce each event in its 
proper order, show its relation to other transactions, preserve its unity as an 
event, and pass from it naturally to a following one. This is quite important . 
and should be strictly observed. . 
Third, the momentous facts should be prominently brought out. The 
incidental events can be concisely considered, but the essential and important 
historical narration should be fully and conspicuously unfolded. 
The topical method combines these feature. in the proper order. In pre-
paring a course of study in hiStory by this method, care should be taken in 
the arrangement of topics. Perhaps the most simple way' to arrange' the 
topics in their proper train is by dividing the history into periods or epochs; 
each period into a sub-p.eriod, and each sub-period into general topics. As 
an illustration showing how this can be done, the following partial outline 
taken from a text-book on United States History is given: 
GENERAL OUTLINE. 
Periods. 
Unit~d Statu I:Iistory. 
Sub-periods. General Topics. 
Discovery. 
( I Spanish. 
i French. l English. 
{
I. Columbus. 
2. De Leon. 
3. Cortez. { 
{ 
SYNOPSIS OF GENERAL TOP~CS. 
Spanish Explorers. 
Events. 
Columbus 2nd" " Jamaica and Caribbean Isles ' 
. f 1st voyage discovered Guanahani, Cuba and Hayti 
I. . 3rd " " The Continent 
L 4th " explored coast of Darien 
2. De Leon. discovered Florida 
3. Cortez. conquered Mexico 
When. 
1492 
1496 
1498 
1512 
1~20 
This method has been in successful operation in many schools. The way 
lessons are prepared and recitations conducted is sometimes like this: A 
syllabus of a week's lesson, with the lesson for each day marked out, is 
marked upon the blackboard. This syllabus embraces only the general 
topics. Pup\ls are permitted to gather information from any source, and are 
required to bring to the recitation, written on slips of paper, what they con-
sider as important subjects of each topic. At the recitatIOn these subjects are 
read and discussed by teacher and pupils. When all of the papers have been 
read, and a given number discussed, a selection of subjects is made, which is 
written upon the board. The selected subjects are used .in writing out the 
synopsIs of a general topic. To show the location of places mentioned in a 
lesson, a map of the section or country in which the events have transpired is 
sketched upon the black-board, and the pupils, by turn, are required to trace 
out with crayon marks aad lines on this map, movements of armies, etc., at 
the same time describing these movements and relating the events of the 
time. Every Friday, instead of a regular recitation, an oral abstract of the 
week's lesson submitted to the immediate criticism of the class, is given to 
some member of the class. All work placed upon the black-board is copied 
by the pupils into blank books which all should have. 
To make this method productive of good results dryness should be avoided. 
The same never-varying daily routine, however excellent, will at times be-
come wearisome. The ollly way to preserve an interest in the study is to oc-
casionally vary the regular mode of recita~ion . Among the many ways of do-
ing this, oral delineation of historical characters is an interesting one. Vhitten 
sketches and critiques on political measures, movements of armies, etc., is 
also very profitabie. The teacher whose aim is to teach the subject success-
fully will never fail to find a way to incite and to keep up an interest in the 
study of history. 
THE INFINITIVE MOOD. 
GOOD usage and the rules of all old English grammars alike forbid the use of any modifier between the infinitive mood and the little word to 
which precedes it, and which is usually called its sigll. Some erroneously 
call it a preposition. And it has a prepos itional position, as it a lways stands 
before a noun. For the infinitive, so named under the fal se not ion that it has 
no subject, and thus no limitation like other verbs to any definite number or 
person, might well be styled the noun mood, as it is the form by which we 
always name a verb_ And then, moreover, it is generally, if not always, gov-
erned like a noun. But t.he to before it, instead of governing it like a pre;>o-
sition, is really the generic verb do, with the letter d changed into its cognate 
and interchangeable t, and is nothing but a g~neral and indefinite term in 
apposition with the specific ami mor~ defillite one formed in the mind along 
with it and born of tongue or pen immediately after it. 
But do is thus app:.ositional when uied any where else as an auxiliary or 
accompanying ve rb. Thus I do 1l0W write means simply I am now perform-
ing an otherwise undefined act wh03e specific and definite name is write,-the 
act of writing. 
Almost any noun in Ollr languacie, thoucih never before so used, may at any 
time be thus verbified_ And all who know the proper noun-use of the word 
will at one understand its verb· use. For it both means and asserts the doing 
of the act or making of the thing, which ,before was merely named by it. 
Thus window is a n011D thlt ha~ never b~en uied a, a verb. But if I assert, 
as I may and now do aisert, th .lt nust of our tru;tees greatly ovtr-window 
their school-houses, but don't blackbo:l.rd them half enough; then" window II 
and" blackboard," though still,towts, the very same words as before both in 
form and in meaning, are also verbs now. For they have now a predicating 
power; that is, they now bJth mean and as.ert the doing or making of what 
they merely named before. 
This every verb does. And,this verb fUllction, the power to predicate (to 
assert a doing) ~ the only difference between a noun and a verb, except the 
difference of inflection. The noun chanaes form for its different cases and 
numbers; the verb, for its different pers:ns and numbers, and also for one 
tense. All changes for voice, mood, and other tenses are made by separate 
words, which are called auxiliaries, but which can all be parsed independent-
ly. And then the verb, left alone, is s ~en to be either in its noun mood, mis-
called the hifinitive, or else in its adjective maod, miscalled the participle. 
And so to construe and parse them would require a fuller analysis of a sen-
tence and a much clearer ullderstanding of its structure and of the true office 
of all its parts. 
We now take two, three, and often four words together and parse them all 
as one. Thus, (he-she-they) may-have-been-killd is called a v~rb in the 
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Pass. voiCl!, potential mood, perfect feme, 3d persolz, etc., agreeing with he 
or some other subject, whilst in fact, "may" is in the indicative mood, " have" 
is in the infinitive mood, and" been" and" killed" are both participles. And 
no one of the four is either appositional with another or superfluous. But the 
two words ~f the English infinitive, (no other language has two), if not super-
fluous are appositional. The latter is used in order to precision the fonuer-
to definitize it, just as SOIt is used of child, in "My oldest chIld, a son, was 
married yesterday." And the two appositional terms in the English infinitive, 
like those in Johlt .the-Baptist or in George· Washillgton, are so intimately 
associated together in every mind that it seems absurd and certainly is inele-
gant and often harsh to separate them by any intervening word. I would 
therefore advise all teachers never to do so. Or may I say to luve,· do so? 
Not properly. This is certainly a solecism. Addison, Johnson, Milton, 
Cooper, Swift, and Byron never so wrote. And we ought not. 
The old rule, then, is still a good one, Never separate the two words of the 
infinitive mood by any intervening term. Put all modifiers before or after 
both. M. M. CAMPBELL, Supt. Monroe Co., Ind. 
BLOOMINGTON, IND., April 25, 1877· 
N . B. I wish no change in the old grammatical terminology. Such changes 
have done great damage and are usually prompted by vani ty. Infinitive is, I 
know, a misnomer; but it is better to keep the familiar name and learn the 
true structure and right use of the thing than merely to change the name. 
Nor do I ask anyone to adopt" precision" and" definitize" as verbs. I 
used them not of resthetic choice, but just to show by another example how 
we may verbify at will any noun or adjective of the langllage. 
M. M. CAMPBELL. 
HOW" E. S. L." MAY AWAKEN INTEREST. 
J. A. HOLMES, Wenona (Ill.) Public School. 
To int.erest a class of two or three reqnires, I. Interest in the teacher 2 Tact. 3. A thorough knowledge of the subject, or ambition to master 
each day's lesson as it occurs. Goodrich's History, or any history may be 
made interesting, and the methods for all are mu~h the same. I will suppose 
our class to be composed of ordinary pupils of from twelve to sixteen years of 
age, and that the topic is 
THE MEXICAN WAR. 
Before the pupils prepare their lesson, place upon the blackboard the 
following: 
Outline of ,the Mexica,z War. ( {I. I I. Causes of the War. ;: 
1845-1848 I II. 1846-Taylor from Corpus Christi to Matamoras. 
United i III. Taylor from Matamoras to Buena Vista. 
States and l IV. Kearney from Fort Leavenworth to Sante Fe and California. 
Mexico. V. Fremont in California and the Pacific Fleet. 
VI. 1847-Scott from Vera Cruz to Mexico. 
VII. Treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo. 
Require the pupi ls to copy it in their note books; to read the account of 
the war as found in their text-book, with rifermce to this outline; and, to be 
able to reproduce the outline, on the board, next day. At the recitation, use 
all available ingenuity to fix, by judicious questions, the outline in the mind 
of each pupil, and, at the close of the recitation, place on the board the follow-
ing special outline: 
{
I. 1845-The Annexation of Texas. 
I. Cau~es 2. The Boundary in dispute. 
3. Mexico indebted to U. S. citizens. 
( I. 1845-0ccupies Corpus Christi. 
1846. j 2. 1846. Mar.-Fort Brown established. 
II. Taylor from 3. April 26.-Capture of Thornton's party. 
Corpus Christi 4. May 8.-Battle of Palo Alto. 
to , l5. May 9·-Battle of Resaca De La Palma. 
Matamoras. 6. May 18.-Matamoras surrendered. 
7. May I I.-Declaration of War. 
The special outline for III. to VII. should follow each day as fast as the 
pupils are able to master it. 
In recitation, be sure to fix this olllli'le, and allow all anecdotes to rest in 
the shade. Judicious questions will suggest themselves. 
The geography of the country must accompany the history. Require a 
sketch of Rio Grande and the location of every battle field. 
Require a sketch of Mexico, and Kearney's route . Require the geography 
of the city of Mexico, and refer to its former conquest by Cortez. And be 
sure that ' your pupils understand that Mexico City was not taken by "the 
fleet." Send pupils to the gazetteer and encyclopedia, for 'information not 
found in their own text-book. Ask them to find out, wherever they can, 
who captured Tampico P Where Guadaloupe Hidalgo is? \-Vhat were the 
boundaries of the country Mexico before the treaty of Guadnloupe Hidalgo? 
What were its boundanes after the treaty? How much was paid for the ter-
ritory acquired of Mexico? Etc., etc. 
Any other topic treated similarly will be interesting. Swinton's History 
will give many valuable hints, Quac:kenboss' History, very much valuable in-
formation, and, finally, I would suggest a term's work under Prof. John W. 
Cook, of Normal University, Illinois. 
NO WHISPERING I N OUR SCHOOL! 
AT th e opening of the spring term, Mr. Carleton (principal) and myself held a consultation as to the best method of preventing whispering in 
school. This consultation resul ted ill my framing an anti-whispering pledge, 
which I presented to the pupils of our department (high school) with the 
promise to furnish the ribbon, gratuitously, to all who would sign it. Nearly 
every pupil in the high schor.l signed the pledge, and put on the badge, which 
I furnished agreeable to promise. 
After watching my plan a few thys, I found it working so well that I con-
ceived the idea of extending my reform to the lower departments . The co-
operation of the assistant teachers was read ily secured, and the pupils of the 
lower departments were easily per.uaded to imitate the example of the high 
school scholars . Every pupil ill each department, except a few of the young-
est in the First Primary, signed the pledge and donned the badge, which I 
also furnished them . 
F our weeks have passed away-four of the quietest, pleasantest weeks I 
ever experienced in the school room during my twelve year. of almost con-
stant teaching. Only five pupils in the whole school, excepting those in the 
First Primary department, have broken the pledge. 
MRS. R. M. CARLETON, Preceptress, 
MARINE CITY, MICH., May 7th, 1877 . . 
NEW SCHOOL HOUSES IN FRANCE. 
HENR y M: DOUGLASS, Champaign, III. 
FRANCE is taking' active measures for teaching the masses. Twenty thousand is the estimated number of new school houses m'lst urgently 
needed. About thirteen thousand need repairs or enlargement. The locali-
ties which have no school buildings have no money, or very little. ' It is abso-
lutely impossible for their cash or credit to meet any considerable expense. 
In this emergency the national treasury is to afford relief. There are two 
ways of doing this: absolute donation and loan. The loan is payable in 
semi-annual installments of two and a half per cent. A bill now before the 
national legislature, and considered certain to pass, provides for the expendi-
ture of eight million doUars, to be equally shared by the loans and donations, 
and .to extend over a period of five years. 
What a wondrous harvest of blessing for the .poor and ignorant of city and 
country will spring from the eight million golden seed grains? 
A singular circumstance rece~tly occurred in one of the towns of Middlesex 
county, Massachu~etts. The school committee, by a unanimous vote, informed 
the Principal of a high school that his services were no longer desired. No 
fault was found with his abilities as a teacher, or his personal character or 
influence. The only cause assigned for his dismissal was the lack of order in 
the school. Whereupon the pupils of the discharged master, very sensibly 
considering that they were most at fault, promptly drew up and signed a com-
pact that they would henceforth conduct themselves as became ladies and 
gentlemen, and honorably and faithfully do all in their power to assist their 
instructor in securing the order necessary to a successful school. On receiving 
this paper, the Committee at once reinstated the Principal in his former posi-
tion, to the general gratification of the community. The lesson of this is upon 
the face of it. If a teacher can cultivate such a spirit of generosity and per-
sonal honor in his pupils 'as this, he has furnished them with important elements 
of success in life, no matter what their disposition towards sport or general 
mischief may be. 
It was hoped that the eve of barbarous and unnatural punishment in school 
had gone forever out, at least in this country, yet only the other day a primary 
teac.her was arrested by a pa~ent. on the charge of assault and battery, she 
havlllg filled the mouth of hIS Clght-year.old child with cayenne peo»er, by 
way of punishment. .T~e pa~ent was )ustly indignnnt, and would probably 
have been :iuccessful III IIlvoklllg the md of the Inw to correct it· but on the 
teacher's promising to discontinue tbat style of discipline, the c~e w'as with-
drawn. We hope never to hear of the like again. 
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LITERARY.-C. W. Bardeen, the man who grappled with the school journal problem about three and a half years ago, and entered confidently 
upon the publication of an educational1lewspaper for the state of New York, 
and whose course ha!> since been a model for various other publishers of 
school journals. who brought so much go'od sense, business capacity, and good 
nature to the work that his paper-The School Bulletill alld N. Y. State 
Educational Jourllal-soon reached a circulation of 4.500 copies, and several 
serial articles were republished f, 'om its columns in book form, who was last 
January burned out at a considerable loss, and arose from the ashes stronger 
and more vigorous than "before the fire," under the name of C. W. Bardeen 
& Co., and who has now taken another forward step and signs himself Davis, 
Bardeen & Co., this energetic young educationi,t has so accumulated a kind 
of wholesale business with the teachers of New York State that he now 
announces himself-or the firm of Davis, Bardeen & Co.-as general book-
sellers and publishers. This is an illustrat ion of the fact that an educational 
luwspaper can be made to pay. The School Bulletill has always been fear-
less and outspoken in its columns, and while it has temporarily lost some 
advertising p~tronage by such a course, it has won hllndreds of subscribers. 
It is well for us all to keep an eye on it.--From Dick & Fitzgerald, New 
York, we have some serviceable pamphlets for teachers and others, entitled 
Dick's RediatioftS alld Readillg's; Bm-toll's Amateur Actor; and How to 
L earn the Smse of Tlfree TIloltsalld French Words itt Om Holtr.--Prof. 
Putnam, of the State Normal School, at Ypsilanti, Mich., has prepared for the 
publishers, Sheldon & Company, New York, a S,'hool Geography of the State 
of Michigall, to accompany Coltoll's COmmOJl School Geography.--One of 
the brightest, freshest, most cultured religious weeklies in the country is Prof. 
Swing's paper, The Alliance, published in this city. It is a genuine refresh-
ment of mind and spirit to read its sparkling pages. Arrangements have been 
perfecting of late to add some eastern contributing talent of a high order. 
$2.00 a year. H.L.Ensign, Reaper Block, Chicago.--Quite an improvement 
has been made in the editorial management ?t the National Sunday School 
Teacher. The number for June is very valuable to the Sunday-school teacher. 
--Pettmgill's Newspaper Directory for 1877 has appeared. It is a volume 
of 376 pages, giving information useful to advertisers respecting 8,574 separate 
publications. Price $I.oo.--A very complete and desirable pocket manual 
for the accountant, mechanic, or business man, is Ropp's Easy Calculator. 
The tables and rules for contracted multiplication and division are certaInly 
very ingenious and original, and could be made very serviceable in drilling 
classes in mental calculations. See advertisement. 
SCIENTIFIc.-Prof. Barff, a London chemist, has demonstrated than an 
"exposure of iron at a heat of I ,200 degrees Fahrenheit for six or seven 
hours produces a black oxide surface which will resist a rasp and stand an 
indefinite exposure to moisture without collecting a particle of rust." The 
value of a practical means of protecting iron against rust can hardly be esti-
mated. As applied to household utensils alone, its value would be incalcu-
Jable, to say nothing of the vaster enterprises of bridge building, protecting 
roofs from the inclemencies of the weather and fire, and the many uses from 
which it has been wholly excluded.--The LOlldon Spectator criticises the 
blue glass theory, and claims that experiments in the Royal Gardens at Kew 
demonstrate that the blue rays in sunlight actually have a retarding effect on 
plant growth. Perhaps the General only wanted to kill off the lunatics of the 
country.--A new society has been organized in Chicago, styled "The 
Chicago Botanical Association." Its object is to enlarge botanical knowledge 
by various excursions of its members during the coming summer. Profs. 
Reinsch and Garrison have the project in charge.--The Fort Scott 
(Kan.) MOllitor says that unmistakable indications of lead have been discov-
ered on a farm near that place, and further prospecting is now in progress. 
Some indications of silver have also been observed. 
The Complete Arithmetic, By Milton B. Goff, A. M., (Pittsburgh: A. H . 
English & Co.)-This is the second book of the series. It contains 432 
pages. The system of outlining so generally introduced in text-books is used 
quite extensively by this author. We regret that our limited space prevents a 
full review of this book, since it possesses some marked excellences and, in 
common with all others, some equally marked defec~ . The early definitions are 
well put, although we suggest that the definition of Numeration needs a little 
enlarging. The principles on page 22 are exceptionally well stated, except No. 
SI. If a number is multiplied by one thousand is its value U increased a 
thousand times?" On page 41 we are told that" we now' subtract each figure 
of the subtrahend," etc. Does the author express his thought when he says 
"only like orders can be subtracted?" The principles of Multiplication and 
Division are stated with unusual care, but the definition of Division is only par-
tially given, as the author demonstrates on the succeeding page. The device 
on page 80 is ingeniaus, but of little value. Here we see" ten thousandths," 
and on a succeeding page" ten-thousandths. Is not one absolutely right, and 
-the other absolutely wrong? Percentage is accurately defined and well 
treated. The book abollnds in practical problems. The answers are gener-
ally omitted. Would it not be better to omit all? Much information of a . 
practical character is given, such as the numbering of sections, etc. As we 
have suggested, the author is very accurate and painstaking in many points 
The book as a whole is good, and the compactness and low price of the 
series, only $1.50, must commend it to public patronage. 
A NI!7IJ System of English Etymology. By William Smeaton. (New York: 
Scribner, Armstrong & Co.)-This is a little volume of 160 pages, and com-
prises " all the principal roots in the English language, and their signific~tion, 
with examples in English and French; arranged in four parts: I. Latin; 
II. Greek; III. Saxon and other languages; IV. Proper names." These 
wor.ds, excepting the fourth Jist, are divided into roots and suffixes. This is 
one of the most helpful features of the book. Learners can see at a glance 
the relationship between the primitive and derived forms. The lists of suffixes 
are full, and the explanations are clear and comprehensive. In brief, the 
book is an admirable contribution to the study of etymology, and deserves a 
large circulation. For particulars as to price, etc., address O. S. Cook, 63 
Washin~ton street, Chicago. 
------------~--~ 
One of the best "things done by Jansen, McClurg & Co. for the proper educa-
tion of our young girls is the publication of Six: Little Cooks, or "Aunt Jane's 
Cooking Class." It is a story full of instruction of the most practical kind. 
The skill with which the minutest directions are given for doing -all kinds of 
line and ordinary cooking, while an interesting narrative is at the same time 
well kept up, IS particularly commendable. Would that such skill were dis-
played in more of our school-books; and would t~at more of our school-books 
taught as valuable lessons as this. Neatly bound III cloth, one dollar. 
The New American Arithmeti,'. Parts 1,2, and 3· (Philadelphia: J. H. 
Butl\!r & Co. I877).-The publishers have something to say or these books 
in our advertisin'g columns. The , Messrs. Butler have in these three books 
undertaken t:) present the whole subject of arithmetic in a brief, concise, and 
attractive manner, and they have succeeded. Part I presents" the first prin-
ciples of arithmetic in a simple and practical manner without theorizing upon 
them." It carries the pupil through the fundamental rules and the application 
of the same to easy reductions in denominate numbers. Part 2 commences 
with a review of the fllndamental rules, and then introduces problems in 
United States Money, Fractions, Relation of Numbers, Bills and Accounts, 
Denominate Numbers, and Decimals, in the order named. Part 3 begins 
with Denominate Fractions, and then investigates the subjects of Percentage 
and its applications, Ratio, Proportion, Equation of Payments, Averaging of , 
Accounts, Analysis, Involution, Evolution, and Mensuration. To this is added 
a brief treatise on higher Arithmetic, embracing Alligation, Horner's Method 
of Evolution, the Progressions, Annuities, Building Associations, Circulating 
Decimals, Currel'cies, Exchange, and the Metric System. These books are 
published as a part of the well known New American Series of School-books, 
and are in every respect worthy of a place in that series and of the date of 
their publication. The binding is substantial and the typography is superb. 
The New American Arithmetic is destined to take a higb place among the 
valuable text-books on that important subject. 
Harold, A Drama, By Alfred Tennyson. (Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
Chicago: Hadley Bros. & Kane. Price, $1.00). Whatever may have been the 
lack of real tragic element in Tennyson's" Queen Mary," it cannot be said 
that" Harold" does !,lot contain many passages which adapt it particularly to 
the stage. Indeed the subject and the commanding importa~ce of certain 
characters over others favor it above the poet's former effort as a play which 
may be produced upon the stage. It is evident in this that there has been 
dormant in the Laureate's mind a passIOn which was stronger, though less 
apparent, than any which led to the construction , of his idyls and other 
poems. In U Qlleen Mary" we see the skill and true dramatic genius of the 
writer, but in " H arold" also the strong and stirring passages which pJa:ce the 
latter ahead of the former as a perfect work. The poetry is finished in style; 
the blank verse is grand and inspiring and the finish of the best of Tennyson's 
poetic writing adorns it in many places. if it were possible, such a success 
would add materially to the oistinction which its author has already achieved. , 
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Correspondence. 
DEFECTS IN THE SCHOOL LA \\7. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
YOU.R editorial in No. 16 expresse~, in part, my own views of the defects in the practical operation of our school law; hut there are three points 
untouched in that number; and the ensuIng one failed to come to hand. 
The subject not being pursued in number eigbteen, it is presumed that you 
have finished; and with your permission the three other faults will be 
pointed out. 
The school law provides that school officers " shall make and mfo,.ct al\ 
needJul rules and regulations for the management and 'government of the 
schools," but in the cOlllltry, no attempt is made to comply with this plain 
practical provision. The teacher is expe,cted to make and enforce his own 
rules' and as a teacher seldom stays two terms \11 one place, these rules are 
chan ';ed with every change of teacher, so, with no system of government last· 
Ing l~ore than four .months, pr~ctically there is no governm~nt, the only legal 
<7overning body helllg unfelt In the school room. vVouldlt not be better to 
have a set of rules, prepared by the State Superinteneent, or under his direc-
tion; have them printed, and at least two copics sent to each school board; 
then let the law make it obligatoty upon the school board to adopt such a set 
of ntlcs, and have the copies framed and hung up in the school room, that 
the pupils might know that the government of the scl~ool would not be wholly 
changed with a change of teachers? School boards \11 the country will never 
comply with the law as it is now. 
A second fault lies in sllort terms. No scholar, however smart, can take 
. up any of the studies pursued in our common'schools and go through it in 
three or four months; but extend the term to six or seven months, with per-
haps two weeks vacation, and an ordinary class could take a practical 
arithmetic and finish it so as to be ready (or something new next term. As it 
is now, the class goes over the same ground term after term, making scarcely 
any progress. The class never J;!ets out of the common school branches with 
this four months winter, and three months summer arrangement, with the 
regular interregnum of one month, and a different teacher each term. 
My third point is on the division of school books: Everything must be 
graded, so it happens that there is no series of books adapted to the common 
school. 
It is not intended to find fault with graded schools or with graded school 
books to be used therein, as each book is adapted to its room; but the matter 
becomes somewhat monotonous when one has six reading, four arithmetic, 
three geography, and two gra~mar clas~cs,.to say nothing of orthography, 
penmanship, history, and the. sCI~n~es, all ' \l1 one r?~~ . Tbe. teacher can do 
little besides calling and dlsmlsslllg classes. VISlllllg a VIllage school re-
cently it was found that the teacher could get but l1fteen minutes for any 
class, and anyone will be able to guess about how much a conscientious, 
hard-working teacher could do with a class in history or algebra \11 that time. 
This infinite division of school books is a first class nuisance in an un-
graded school; while its utility in any other may well be doubted. Leave 
out some of the books and give the teacher time to show skill, or want of it, 
in oral instruction, then school boards will be better able to judge whether 
the teacher is doing what is expected. At present anyone who can call 
cl asses, ask the questions in the book, assign the next lesson and dismiss 
them, can go through a term anywhere if not palpably deficient in gavenl-
ment, that being the crucial test in the eye of the average director, who is 
sure to overlook the fact that he has other duties besides hiring and pay-
ing the teacher, government being one o( them. I s it not about time 
school ~fficers should stop saying, " He or she is a good teacher, but lacks 
government? " A. W. CUMINS. 
WOODSTOCK, ILL., May 21, 1877. 
CULTIVATE ACCURACY, ESPECIALLY IN ADDITION OF NUM-
BERS. 
'To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: , 
ISN'T it somewhat strange, after all the ime that we spend, from first to last,on the subject of arithmetic, that so few can add rapidly and accurately a ledger 
column? Take a class of twenty pupils; give them a dozen or fifteen num-
bers, some greater than 1,000,000 ; ask them to add; and note the number of 
answers that will be given. I have tried it again and again this year, and 
with classes not at ail dull either, but it is a rare thlllg that all the twenty 
have the same answer and present it promptly. 
An artisan presented his bill to the Board a short time since. It occupied four 
pages; on every page there was a mistake in adcilng, in one case amounting 
to over nine dollars. The mistakes were so balanced', however, that the net 
error was twenty cents itt favor of the Board. Certainly there is nothing our 
pupils need more to know in business transactions, unless it be the multiplica-
tion table, than how to add accurately and rapidly. 'While so many are 
clamoring for a reform in spelling, while kindergartens are coming into 
fashion, while more time is asked for music and drawing, I put in my humble 
plea for simple addition. 
One reason why our results are so unsatisfactory is that the subject is so 
"simple." "Everybody can add." 
Another mischievous drawback is the fashion which I have seen in many 
schools of saying to a pupil whose result is not right, H Well, you worked it 
correctly; by your explanation I see that you understand the pri1uiple ; you 
have made a mistake in one figure (it may be a mistake ofa thousand dollars), 
but let it go; the pri1uiple is what we are after." Principles are good, but 
we do not want our doctor's bills and butcher's bills and grocer's bills added 
in that slip-shod manner, and it seems pi am to me that in our school work 
we sho~ld insist not only on carefnl analysis of the work, but upon re -
sults whIch are exactly correct. \"Ie are thus not only helping to accuracy in 
business life, but are assisting in the formation of a habit which is worth 
much everywhere. 1. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR "ARGUS." 
To THE EDITOR OF TI-IE W EEKLY. 
IN your issue of May 3d your correspondent, Argus, h:\s a note entitled, "Be Brief." I quite agree with him that the teacher's explanations should be 
brief, clear, and direct. I have heard the method of taking the square root or 
cube root " explained" by professionals in such a tedious manner, that, r 
declare, though a man grown and pretty well acquainted with the subject, I 
could not follow the pestilential, everiastinl: harangue about a very plain 
malter. I agree with Argus, too, that mathematical demonstrations are 
frequentl y much too long; but he has taken, it seems to me, an unfortunate 
case to illustrate his position. He assumes an identical proportion (refer to 
his fig.) A B: A B:: F G: F G; which, of course, he has a right to 
assume, but he also assumes that the area of a parallelogram is equal to the 
product of its base and altitude, which assumption the authors referred to did 
not make. If it be allowed, then Argus' uemonstration is much too long and 
intricate, for any two quantities are proportional to thei r measures; hence 
ABC D: F G H K :: A n X E \); F G X L K; but E D = L K .·. ABC D : 
FGHK:: AB: FG. Q. E.D. 
Yours truly, D. S. K. 
BUFFALO, N . Y., May 16, 18n . 
Another correspondent referring to the same demonstration by "Argus" 
closes as follows: "Parallelograms /wvill,![ equal altittldu are 10 ellcll olher 
as thei,. bases. This proposition is a corollary of the following theorem: The 
ana of a parallelogram is (qual to IllI! product of ils base by its aitilllde. It 
appears thus: Let u, Ii, be two parallelograms, e, e, thei r bases, a , n, their 
altitudes. u = ae and II = !te .' . U : II:: ae:!te. Then if a=a, u: Ii:: e: e. 
This is 1Wt Origi1M/. See Schuyler's Geometry, Book Ill., Proposition IV., 
Corollaries I and 2. DISCIPULUS." 
MATHEMATICAL. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
IN answer to "M." in the WEEKLY of May loth, allow me to offer the followilig demonstrations, tak ing for granted that M. admits any proposi-
tion not dt!pending for proof upon these propositions: 
1. Let A------B be any straight line having within it the centres 
of any number of circles which have but one common point. The common 
point must lie somewhere in the line A n, and there can arise but two cases: 
I. When the centres of two circles taken at random lie on opposite sides of 
the common point; in this case the circles are tangent externally. 2. When 
the centres of two circles taken at random lie on the same side of the common 
point ; in this case they are tangent internally. In both cases a perpendicular 
to A B at the common point is tangent to all. 
II. Area of Circle = Circum. X ~ Radiut; Area of Sector = Arc of 
Sect. X ~ Radius. Taking away the common multiplier, ~ the Radius, and 
Area ot Sect.: Area of Cir. :: Arc: Circum. • 
III. A Diameter is not a Chord. For a diametu = Ihe diameter; a 
chord < Ihe diameter; hence a chord < a' diameter and cannot be a diameter. 
Will not M. demonstrate: I. That a circle is bounded by an infiniie number 
of straight lines; 2. That its tangent touches it only at one point; 3. That a 
diameter is the longest line that call be drawn between any two PO,lIlts of a 
circumference? H. 
WENONA, ILL, May 14, 1877. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY: 
I send you solutions of the problems furnished by .. M " of Kewaunee, Wis.: 
J. The area of a seclor is to Ihe area of a circle as the a,'c of tlu uclor is 10 
the drcumfermce. 
Assume D, semi-radius ; C, the circumference; and S, the nrc of the sector. 
Now it is evidentthat S: C:: S: C. Then SD: CD:: S: C, as multiplying one 
of the means and one of the extremes of n proportion by the same quantity does 
not destroy the proportion. . The first term expresses the area of the sector, 
the second that of the circle. . ' 
2. All circumferl!lu/!S havitlg their ulltres itl the same litle atld Iravi"g !Jut 
OIU common poi"l, are lallge1lt to tach other, alld have a &0111111011 rectilinear 
ta1lgellt al the commOll p~i"t. ' 
The first part of this theorem is true from the definition of a tangent, as it 
stntes that the circles have but one common point. Now, if a perpendicular 
be drawn to the line containing the centres, at the common intersection of the 
circles, and also other lines from any point in this line to the centres, the 
angles at this point on eitber side of the perpendicular are less than right 
angles; because in each triangle thus formed there is one right angle by 
construction, and no plain triangle can contain two right angles. Being less 
than right angles the point lies without ~ilher circle; as were it in the circum-
ference the arc on which it stands, being 180°, makes the Rllgle 900. Then 
as the point taken may be any point in the perpendicular except at the inter-
section of the circles, it must be a tangent. 
Yours Respectfully, ARGUS. 
BLACK RIVEIl. FALLS, WIS., May 19, 1877. 
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Michigan. 
THE Flint schools are in a flourishing condition. It is said that Mrs. Bur-rows, the writing and drawing teacher, will not remain another year. 
LN. Brainerd has resigned his position as principal of the First Ward school. 
The roll of honor for attendance shows that forty-three students have been 
perfect for thirty weeks, twenty-eight others for the last twenty weeks, and 
eighty-nine other,; for the last ten weeks, making the entire number perfect for 
the.1ast ten weeks, one hundred anll sixty.--Mrs. Elizabeth Butler, wife of 
the Rev. J. J . Butler, D. D., Professor of Sacred Literature in the Theologi-
cal Department of Hillsdale Cullege, died April I Ilh, at the age of fi fty-nine. 
--An exchange says: "Two candidales for the office of superintendent of 
schools in a Sanilac county township, who had both received the same num-
ber of votes, settled the difficulty by a game of euchre, best two in three. 
Hurrah for the township superintendency ! ... we say.--The school exhibition 
at. the close of the winler term ·)f th ~ O.sego Union School is spoken of very 
highly by the local papers. It netted eighteen dollars for the benefit of the 
Lyceum.--The school exhibition given by the Flat Rock graded school, E. 
Keeler, principal, netted forty dollars, to be used in the purchase of a clock 
for th.e High School.--A correspondent writes: "Will you please inform 
me where I can get a gvod school wall map of Michigan? If you do not 
know, please send the inquiry to the WEEKLY." Why don't the publishers 
of the Farmer's map of Michigan, or somebody else, advertise in the WEEK-
L~? Wake up !--In Kalamazoo they have the habit of appointing a com-
mittee of prominent citizen~ once a term, to visit all the schools and ' report 
their conditIOn. This is a good thing, and others might well follow the ex-
ample of the' ''big village." At the close of last term Dr. Brooks, President 
of Kalamazoo College, acted as chairman of this citizens' visiting committee, 
. and his report, published in the Telegraph, is highly commendatory of the con-
dition of the public schools. 
Wisconsin, 
THE fourth session of the Northwestern Inter-state Oratorical Association was held at the Assembly Chamber, Madison, on the evening of May loth. 
The State :Joumal contains a very full and interesting account of the pro-
ceedings, from which we gather the following: "The auditorium was packed 
to its utmost completion, and the galleries were fairly filled. The audience 
was of a highly intelligent character. Our own citizens and students formed 
the body of the house, but there were many present from all quarters of the 
state, and frequent knots from other states represented in the contest. . Judges 
-Lyman Trumbull, of Illinois; C. C. Cole, of Iowa ; Wm. F. Vilas, of 
Madison. Referee-C. H. Richards, of Madison. After some introductory 
exercises, President Ritchie announced an oration upon "Political Individual-
ism," by R. B. Hawkins, of the State University of Indiana, as the first upon 
the programme. Hawkins is a young man of prepossessing appearance; his 
-delivery was of an exceedingly earnest character-gestures natural and spon-
taneous, style intensely dramatic (with decidedly 'stag~y' intonations), and a 
voice which showed careful training, and did not become perceptibly strained 
in the effort; his enunciation was very clear and distinct, and his general style 
prepossessing. "Satan and Mephistopheles" was the title of the oration by 
Wisconsin's champion, O. A. Curtis, of Lawrence University, Appleton. 
Curtis was evidently suffering from a bad cold, anll his voice consequently 
broke down before he had progressed far in the delivery of his oration, but he 
bravely continued to the end; .the paper was a magnificent lite~ary and elocu-
tionary effort, and reflect~d unbounded credit on the champIOn of Badg"er-
dom. "The Scottish Covenanters" was the title of the oration of Ohio's 
champion, H. D. Goodenough, of Oberlin. Goodenough is a young man of 
so~mn. clerical appearance, and is graceful in stage action, and earnest in 
delivery. His voice was pitched too low for a hall the size of the Assembly 
Chamber, and in his more subdued strains was with difficulty heard in the 
rear of the auditorium; his effort was a paper showing deep thought, and 
honest and tender sentiment. "The Latest Element of Intellectual De.elop- ' 
ment" was the theme treated upon by Missouri's champion, W. D. Christian, 
of Westminster College. Christian is a student of good physique, and is an 
earnest orator. His speech was somewhat too rapid to produce the best ef-
fect, and his voice was not as strong as might have been desirable. His ef· 
fort as a literary production embraced much original and independent thought. 
"Progress of American Thought" was the theme treated by the champion of 
Illinois, Perry Baird, of the Chicago Universi ty. Baird is a sturdy young 
man, evidently older than his predecessors upon the rostrum, has a smooth, 
open expression, but in action is not graceful, being, indeed, somewhat crude 
in this respect. His manner ,vas earnest, but never dramatic, and he seldom 
arose above a monotone in voice . . His style, though quiet, was quite effective, 
because of its deep earnestness. As a literary producti on, his effort embrac:d 
many new ideas, clothed in sober language, and was well and carefully wnt-
ten. 'Faith and Doubt as Motors of Action" was the closing oration of the 
evening, by Iowa's representative, S. F. Prouty, of the Central University. 
Prouty, as an orator, is yet in the crude, but he is, without a doubt, a natural 
genius, who, with careful culture, has the physique and the brain to earn f~r 
himself brilliant laurels in the fields of thought. His style was natural, hiS 
elocutionary conception quite excellent, thottgh he has not yet acquired grace; 
his thought was quite original, earnest, and abounded in tender pathos; his 
general style was quite effective." The judges awarded the first prize to O. 
A. Curtis, of Wisconsin, and the second to S. F. Prouty, of Iowa. 
California. 
AT a meeting of the State Board of !:ducation held May 5th,. fifty-five c~n­didates, recommende~ by the :state Board of ExanunatlOn as havl11g 
two or more year:; experience in teaching, and holding the State Educational 
Diploma were granted the Life D iploma. A resolution was also passed 
giving the trustees of school districts power to expend 25 per cent of the 
School Library fund in subscriptions for such of the following periodicals as 
they may choose-viz:, St Nicholas, MOlzday Morning, and the Montllly 
Reader for the use of the younger pupils-and IIarper's, Scribner's, and Ap-
pleton's'Mont/lly magazines. for older scholars. It is hoped ~y tl~is means to 
increase the taste for good literature, and to secure more readl11g 111 the home 
of the pupi ls. Superintendent Henderson's excellent work on Sdtool Arc/ti-
tecture and that of J . George H odgins,. of Canada, were r.ecommended for 
the offices of each of the county supermtendents.--Durlll.g the month of 
April institutes have been held in Sutter, Yolo, El Dora~o, SaS.a~ento, and 
Merced counties. May and June are divided among SIerra, IS lyon, and 
, . L' Ob' 0 on the southern and San Mendocillo on the north, San UlS ISP h ' 
. . ' .' t It is proposed to ave a parents' Joaqulll III the central portIOns of the sta e. ." d · b 
day, in which the patrons of the schools are espeCially m Vlt: to e present, 
and to take part in the discussions upon wa,ys and means to mcrease ~he effi-
ciency of the rural schools. It is also deSirable that we have a seSSIOn ex-
pressly for practice in school singing. The instltutes a,l ready held have ~een 
interesting and profitable. The Superintendent or hiS Deputy,. an:! either 
J;'rincipal Allen or Prof. H. P. Norton of the Normal School bemg m atten-
dance to direct the work. 
Iowa. 
We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of ~he ample ~nd most . ex~ellent Report of the Commissioner of EducatIOn on Pubhc LIbraries III the 
United States. In giving to the world at large this c~ea~ and. full report of 
the origin, progress, and present condition of our pubhc hbra;les! the Bureau 
of Education has shown that it deserves well of every patriot m the \;u.ld. 
We trust that it will be gratefully re.membered by myriads who shall enJoy 
untold blessings through its instrumentality, and that it will be truly and 
honorably sustained in the future .--When Prof. Valentine, the scholarly ~lld 
courteous Superintendent of the public schools of Mason City, does anythll1~, 
he does it with a will and in a way that leaves nothing to be deSired m 
point of completeness. He gave an Educational Banquet to his many Iriends 
and co-workers a few weeks ago, that was one of the most happily conceived 
and snccessfully arranged social affairs that could be imagined. A hundred 
guests were welcomed to the entertainment by the generous-hearted Proles~or 
and his amiable wife. Following the bountiful repast there was a genume 
" feast of reason and flow soul." Hon. C. W. von Cmllen, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, fittingly responded . to the toast "Education-Iowa's 
daughter, most lovely and most loved, .given to Prussia;s son: May his devo-
tion to her honor the land of his birth." We regret that we cannot give even 
a synopsis of the Superintendent's able and eloquent response. Want of 
space prevents us from giving the remainmg toasts, responded to by Deputy 
Superintendent Ira C. Kling, Capt. Miller, of the' city School Board, Revs. 
Bennett and Blakslee, Mayor Wilbur, Dr. Dakin, Editor Tucker, of the Ex-
fress, and ~rof. ~. M: Gilchrist of Clear Lake. Altoge\her, it was a most en-
Joyable affaIr which will long be remembered by all who participated.--The 
Black Hawk County Normal Institute held a two weeks' session last month 
which was a comptete success in interest and attenclance. Prof. E. Baker, of 
OS.kaloosa, was the-conductor. Supt. George writes that Prof. B." did excellent 
work and left us a universal I·avorite." The other instructors, Profs. Arey, 
The Educational Weekly. 
Sweeney, Hamlin, and Miss McCowen, performed their parts with zeal and 
ability. Two hundred and five members were enrolled, and the greatest en-
thusiasm prevailed. The new course of study worked w.ell and a v~t amml11t 
of work was perfonnrd. H on. C. W. von Ccellen dehvered an mstructlve 
and entertaining lecture; his subj ect was" Practical Life and Our Scho?ls." 
Prof. Gilchrist, of the State Normal School, gave an ~ble lecture o,n "DIdac-
tics" and Prof. Piper, of Chicago, addressed the Institute se\'eral times. One 
hu~dred and twenty-one applicants for certifica~es were e~amined ~t the close 
of the session. The Institute closed With a SOCial entertamm ent given by the 
popular County Superintendent and ~residen.t of the Normal Institute, Prof. 
James s. George. Music, select read mg, reCitatIOns, addresses, and general 
sociability made everybody happy, and formed a very agreeabl~ close ~o ~he 
fortmght' s hard work.--The Cerro Gordo County Teacher,S Assoctat~on 
h eld a profitable ses~ ion at . Mason City a few days ago., fh e follov:,mg 
subjects were presented and dlscus~ed : Scho~1 Attendance, Elements ~f :::.uc-
cess and Causes of Failure, Spelhng Made Easy, Mental Economy, Literary 
Exercises in School.--The graduating exercises of the senior class of the 
Oskaloosa High School took p~ace Friday even.ing, April 27th. Notwith· 
standing the rainstorm that prevatie.d, a large audience assembl ed to hear the 
interesting exercises , The followlllg order was observed: Lyda H. Hart· 
man "Trne Excellence;" Chas. E. Lofland," Th ~ Political Field;" 
Rett~ H ambleton "Examining the Key;" Ida M. Perry, "Not Where, but 
How' " Lelia K . 0' Hara, "Rank;" Clara A. Dixon, "The True Study of 
Mankind is Man ." Excellent music was furni shed by the pupils of the High 
School. Supt. Seerley and the teachers of the school deserve great credit for 
their work . 
Indiana. 
THE Commencement of the State University occurs on Wednesday, June I'th. The address before the literary societies will be delivered by Hon. \~iI1 Cumback, of Greensburg, on Monday evening, June Ilth.--
AsbJry Univer, ity is about to organize a military department! under the man· 
agement of Captain D. D. Wh~eler! of the U. S. Army, who IS sp?ken of as a 
, young officer of excellent quahfieallons and of 'a remarkable mlhtary record . 
Captain ''''heeler has been detailed for three years for this service, and will at 
once enter upon the duties of his new pos!tion.--South Bend has a school 
enumeration of 3,120. The South Bend High School, or rather the Cleosophic 
Society of the High School, . gives mo~thly public Ii~erary e!ltertailll!l e l~ts , 
which are spoken of as bell1g of a high order.-- fhe selllor and Junior 
classes of Wabash College have r eturned from an excursion to Indianapolis 
and St. Louis. They went under the conduct of Prof. and General Carring-
ton for the ostel~sible pupose of making a scientific examin ation of the Sl. 
LO;lis Bridge. The fun was purely incid ent~I.--~obert Bagby, the colored 
principal .of the large,st colored scho~1 of Indlanapohs, has been el~cted mem-
ber of the city councIl. Mr. Bagby IS a graduate of Oberllll, and IS a gentle-
man of fine education and of pleasing address.--The school census of 
Marion county shows a total of 3.1,2]2, or whom 22,916 are enumera~ed in the 
city of Indianapolis.--The period of htgh school c.ommencements .IS already 
inaugurated. Nablesvi lle graduated five young ladles, May 9th, with , all thc 
accessories. Baccalaureate on Sunday, by Rev. S. N. Campbell; address by 
Rev. 'Villiam Alvin Bartlett, of Indianapolis, Latin motto and all.--The 
Crawfordsville High School, also, graduated its first class the same evening. 
The class consisted of nine young ladies .--W. A. Boles retires from the 
superintendency of the Shelbyville schools after a term of service of nine 
success i ve years. 
Illinois. 
fThe Illinois exchanges should be sent to the editor 01 this department.) 
WE have requested principals to send us data like the following, and are pleased to find that some are doing it. Will others imitate thei r 
example? 
R eport for Paxton Schools for 1875-6 :-Bonded indebtedness, $ 1,600; 
number of teachers employed, including principal, seven; average attendance, 
275; expense per capita, $16,15, or, including 6 per cent interest on capital 
used, $18.36. SALARIES.-Principal, $ [,200; high school assistant, $60 a 
month, and other teachers $45. Since the close' of the last fiscal year the 
bonded indebtedness has been discharged. The principal is T. L. Evans. 
--Mr. Swafford, of .Onetda, is reengaged for next year, as is Mr. Steele of 
Yates City, while Mr. Bird, of Knoxville, leaves teaching for some mor6 con-
genial business; for which facts we are indebted to Miss West's department 
of the The Republican-Register. By the way, why do not more of the super-
intendents couduct educational columns? ' We have propounded this conun-
drum until it is a little threadbare, but why don't they ?--The question of 
the Bible in the 'Schools has been agitating one of our towns. The circum-
stances, as nearly as we can ascertain, are substantially as follows: The 
directors authorized the reading of the Biele, but since there were pupils 
whose parents objected to their engaging in such an exercise, it was not made 
obligatory upon any, but all who felt inclined were invited to participate. 1t 
was decided, however, that no pupil should pursue any other school exercise 
during the time allotted to the devotion~ . Two or three children, of Roman 
Catholic parentage, refused to conform to the latter requirement, and persist-
ently pursued their studies during the read ing. They were promptly eXP71!ed 
and their parents at once appealed to the courts. Judge Pillsbury 's deCISIOn 
was thanhe law gives the power to directors of schools to say what kind of 
books shall be used in our public schools, and it is not for the court to say; 
that if a boy doesn't want to hear the Bible read, he can stay away, but if he 
i, I resent at the time it is read, then it is his first duty to be obedient to the 
rules established for the regulation of the school. The Judge quoted a large 
number of authorities to sustain his opinion. The case will probably go to 
our Supreme Court.--Here is a mattcr, however, of general interest, and 
one that touches the vital question of personal rights. We quote from The 
Stall! J ournal: "The State Department of Public Instruction frequently 
receives letters pre cnting some peculiarly conceived views, on the part of the 
wnters, of the powers and duties of the Department in relation to the super-
, visory control and management of the schools of the state. Of such character 
is a complaint receivcd yesterday from George M. Macklin, of Waterman, 
DeKalb county, who represents that the school in his place is graded, consist-
IIlg of two grades; notwithstanding which, ' in this warm wealher, ' the Prin-
cipal has prohibited pupi ls from sitting in the school room, during se sions, in 
their shirt sleeves, and two of the directors-a majority -have concurred with 
the teacher in this proh ibition. Now Mr. Macklin is indignant, and wants to 
know if pupils can bc compelled to wear their coats, etc. In reply, the De-
partment in effect declines to rule officially regarding the question, suggesting, 
however, that the usages of good society should govern. If young ladies and 
gentlemen attend the school , the wearing of coats by the latter would seem to 
be the pol ite thing; but if the school is only a nursery for little Olles, the re-
quirement of clothing is perhaps not absolute." H ow is th is, my masters ? 
Is' the State Department to surrender its high prewogative when mailers of 
such momentous im portance are at stake? Perish the thought! Better have 
no State Department than one that in the crit ical moment, " the crack of 
doom," as it were, of a great and free people, "in effect declines to rule 
offici ally."--Wm. Gay, of Winchester, has been appointed principal of the 
Farmer City sehools.--Dr. Edwards has declined the eall to Antioch.--
The bills making appropriations for the support of the normal schools have 
at last passed the Legislature by handsome maj orities, the opposition to the 
Northern Normal mil tcring but thirty .follr votes in the House. Vve have not 
at hand the facts respecting the other, but it, probably, fared as well. The 
manner in which some of the opponents have conducted thei r crusade would 
make an interesting chapter, and we shall attempt to detai l a few of. thei r 
" ways that are dark" in a future number. 
Kentucky. 
l(ENTUCKY University is again in trouble. For a long time there have 'been divisions and differences of opi nion in the managing board and 
trustees of lhe University. Lately, with n view to remove one cause of diffi-
culty, the executive committee passed a resolution demanding of Mr. J . B. 
Bowman his resignation as R egent ; and at the same time strongly intimated 
their intention of declaring the office vacant in case Mr. Bowman refused to 
comply with their request. Mr. Bowman is defiant and refuses to heed any 
orders calculated to impair his usefuln e s unless they emanate from the Board 
of Curators , and declares that he will continue to perform the duties of the 
offi~e w~ich he now holds. Such attacks upon a school by those who should. 
be. lis fn ends generally result in permanently crippling the enterprise; ana the 
mtstake is not recognized until after it is too late to retrieve the lost ground. 
The University might be a power in this state for the advancement of educa-
tion, but as it is there is hut little hope for its prosperity.--The indicat ions 
are strong that John P. Barrett will be ~ent to the Legislature from Ohio 
county this yt'ar. He is a good friend of common schi:lols and a wise coun-
sellor. He knows how to run a newspaper. The Hartford Ilerald, in its 
new dress, commends itself to every one who sees it. Success to both it and 
its editor. "The Hartford Herald has been much improved in appearance 
and the people are reported 'wild with excitement.' They will have to 
Bar-rett."-Prmtk!or' Yeulllml. 
======= 
Minnesota. 
THE' Winona R eJmblicall contains a report of a meetin~ of the State Nor-mal Board, held on Tuesday, the 15th inst. "Principals Morey, John, 
Kie,hle , with Stlpt. Burt, were appointed a committee to revise the course of 
study, looking to the establishment of an advanced course of study in these 
imtilutions. Prof. Morey was authorized to extend the present course at Wi-
nona, and to extend the time required to pass through the school at his dis-
cretion. The Principal of each school, with the local Director, \i'as author-
ized to make arrangements for obtai ning text-books direct from puhli hers 
through the local book·sellers at the lowest possihlt: rates. The Principals 
were authorized to issue certificates of attendance and qualification to pupils 
who were unable to remain through the course. The ' diplomas are also here . 
after to be graded according to the powers and qualifications of pupil~ . This 
is an infportant measure, as it puts all graduates and pupils of these schools 
strictly upon their merits. The Principals were authorized to renew such 
diplomas as had expired, provided, in the judgment of the Principal, the ap-
plicant wa:' deserving of the honor. The Committee on Teachers reported 
the followlllg for the school at Winona: Charles A. Morey, Principal, and . 
Inst ructor in the Science of Education. Fannie C. Kimber Meth"ds of 
Teaching, English Language and Literature. Clarence M. Bo'utelle Mathe-mati~s and Natural Sciences. Martha Breckbell, Geography, BQt~ny, and 
P~yslology, Mary A. W. C.ooley) Vocal Music. Fayette L. Cook, Penman-
shIp and Accounts. C. J. Ptckert, Arithmetic, Word Analysis, Civil Govern-
,-
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ment, and History. Gertrude E. Chapin, Preparatory Studies. Myra Kim· 
ball, Superintendent of Practice Teaching and Primary Model class. Delia 
A. Browning, Second Model class and Critic Teacher. The resignation of 
Mrs. A. V. Denton was accepted, and the report adopted. The meeting 
was a very harmoniolls and useful one. It will be seen tbat the new measures 
adopted are progressive and substantial. These inst itutions are now in a 
very satisfactory condition in every respect, and the day is not far distant 
when they will stand among the best in the land. It is the intention of the 
Board th.t the most rigid rules of advancement in the schools be enforced 
and that all the work in them shall be unexcelled ." 
Nebraska. 
[Exchanges and correspond<nts will please take notice that the address of the editor of 
thIS department has been chan\:ed from Beatrice to Lincoln.l 
THE University hps about 131 students in attendance this spring, this being the smallest term of the year. Several changes have occurred in the 
Faculty this term, Prof. Collier being absent on account of sickness, and Prof. 
Palmer and Miss Smith having been added to the teaching force. The Mili· 
tary Department has been supplied with breech. loading cadet rifles, and the 
boys are learning to" shodllder arms." Prof. Church will leave about the 
20th of June for Europe, to be absent until September, 1878. Prof. Wood· 
bury, recently elected to the chair of English Literature , has accepted, and 
will take his place at the beginning of the fall term.--The Normal School 
enrolls about 130 students this term. The new Principal, Dr. Curry, is provo 
ing hImself one of the ablest principals that the school has had. H e is spoken 
of as a strict disciplinarian, and the students are learning by practical demon· 
stration the place that " ~IUST" should occupy in school government-a use· 
fullesson. The custom of having a" students' day" each term is' still con· 
tinued. On th e day before the one appointed, the students elect by ballot a 
principal. Each class, in the same manner, elects a teacher. The next murn· 
ing the student·faculty take charge of the school, and the regular faculty absent 
themselves or play the rOle of visitors. The experiment has been attended 
with gratifying success. The school is carried on in an orderly and efficient 
manner, and those who are elected teachers find the experience valuable. 
One of the lady students was the last principal elected . 
Ohio. 
THE 62nd General Assembly has adjourned. All the school bills in refer· ence to text·books failed to pass. The Perkin's bill for the purchase of 
text ·books failed to pass the Senate, but was reconsidered and then pocketed 
by one of the school committees. --The 28th Annual Meeting of the Ohio 
State Teachers' Associatton will be held at Put·in·Bay,July 3rd, 4th, and 5th. 
The Superintendent's Section is fixed for the 3rd. The following is the pro· 
gramme : Inaugural Address of the Presi(lenl, H. B. Furness, Cincinnati; 
Discussion opened by W. J. White, Springfie ld; Unclassified Schools to ac· 
company Graded Schools, M. R. Andrews, Sleubenville; Discussion opened 
by H. M. James, Cleveland; Suspension from School as a means of discipline, 
Alston Ellis, Hamilton; Discu sion opened by M. S. Campbell, Portsmouth. 
The General Meeting is the 4th and 5th with the following list of exercIses : 
Inaugural Address of the President, S. Findley, Akron; Reasons for T eaching 
Drawing, by L. S. Thompson; Discuss ion opened by E. A. Jones, Massillon; 
Spelling Reform, by E. O. Vaile, Cincinnati; Dtscussion opened by John W. 
Dow", Troy; The Past and Future of E(lucation in Ohio, by H on. Thos. W. 
Harvey, Painesville; Discussion opened by W. W. Ross, Fremont; The 
late Col. John A. Norris, Ex·Commissioner of Common Schools, by R. W. 
Stevenson, Columbus; Annual 'Address, bj Prest. I. W. Andrews, Marietta'; 
Report of the Centennial Committee, by Hon. Chas. S. Smart, Commissioner 
of Common Schools.' The hotels will accommodate members of the Associa· 
tion at $2 per day.--The enrollment of the schools in Sandusky city is 2,384. 
Supt. Curran IS reported as doing excellent worIt-. Thirty·six teachers are em· 
ployecf in all the school~.--H. M. Parker, of Elyria, is the Chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the Ohio State Teachers' ASSOCtaIlOn, and is 
one of the best school men in the state.--Supt. A. J. Michaels, of Monroe· 
ville, has been elected to a principalship of a ward school in Pittsburg, Pa. 
Ohio has lost another good man. He is succeeded by Mr. R . H. Kinnison, of 
Madison, O.--The Supreme Court of Ohio has decided that teachers may 
require their pupIls to have rhetorical exercises, and upon failure to comply 
with the requirement may be suspended. This is an important decision .--
There will be held in Cincinnati, 0 ., June 15th an examination for admission 
to the Freshman Class of Princeton College.--Prof. D . F. DeWolf has or. 
ganized a military company of about fiity students at Western Reserve College. 
--Messrs. O. J. Wilson and A. H. Hinkle having retired from tne great 
school·book publishing house of Wilson, Hinkle & Co., Cincinnati, the name 
of the new firm is now Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co. No man in Ohio has a 
more extended acquaintance with the teachers of the state nor is mort: favora. 
bly known than Mr. C. S. Bragg.--Miss Delia Palmer is principal of a 
normal school, at Milan, O. Seventy pupils were in attendance last term.--
The Norwalk public schools under the superintendence of C. W. Oakes, en. 
wi} 775 pupils. They are in a prosperous condition.--Oberlin has good 
public schools, and the new superintendent, Mr. H . R. Chittenden, has 
made a successful beginning in school work ·in this t<>wn of schools. 
Later Educational News. 
ILLINOIS.-Champaign was made lively on Thursday evening by a parade of about 200 students, the firing of salutes, &c., in honor of the legis· 
lators at Springfield, who had given a generous appropriation of fund s to the 
State University. Headed by the Universi ty band, the students called upon 
the Regent and several of the professors, all of whom responded with hearty 
congratulations and pithy speeches.--A petition is being circulated in 
Chicago asking the Mayor to grant women a place on the School Board.--
MICHIGAN.-The Senate passed a concurrent resolution Friday even· 
ing asking the Board of Regents of the State Universi ty to reduce the 
salaries of all teachers and employes under their control 20 lier cent if over 
$2,000, and 10 per cent if over $ 1,500. The hill making an appropriation 
for a school of mines in the Upper Peninsula was indefinitely postponed.--
The Governor has approved the bill appropriating $30,000 for a new building 
at the Normal School.--The semi·annual meeting of the State Association 
of City Superintendents of Public Schools m~t at Jackson on Thursday and 
continued in session two days. Between thirty and forty member; were 
present, among them several high school principals, to whom the Association 
IS now open. The discussion on the relation of the .State Normal School to 
the public schools of the state was quite animated and interesting, being par· 
ticipated in by the Normal School faculty. 
MI NNESOTA.-Judge S. Page, of Austin, has sued the Piomer·Press for $3°,. 
000 damages, because ItS editor said that he gave the people of Mower 
county nearly as much trouble as the grasshoppers, which were not numerous 
enough to speak of. 
N EBRASKA.-The Omaha H erald contends that the maintenance of the 
Normal School is a useless expenditure of money, because" the country is full 
of the most accomplished teachers cJamoring for employment." It very 
strangely states that the graduates of the New York normal schools are the 
last to find employment in the public schools. The same paper is and has 
been opposed to the $tate University, on the ground that it is "upheld at 
a heavy cost to the people of the state without practical good to anybody 
save a few boarding.house keepers in Lincoln." The assaults of this paper 
upon the existing means and systems of education have been frequent 
and severe, and though often passionate and illogical, have nevertheless 
deserved a more valiant defense from the educators of the state, or else an 
acknowl edgment of thei r justice. 
Publishers' Notes. 
ALL letters ~elating to advertising or subscriptio~ shoul ~l be adress~d to S. R . WlIl chell & Co., 170 Clark Street, Ch Icago. Letters deSIgn ed 
for the individual ed itors should be addressed to them as their names are pub. 
ltshed in the W EEKLY. 
- It will be a matter of interest to all of our readers who are desirous of 
adorni ng their homes, to know th at there has been incorporated in New York 
a Stock Company with a ca.;h capital of a quarter of a million of dollars, for 
the manufacture of Pianos, which will be sold direct to the people at factory 
prices. Its name is the Mendelssohn Piano Co. , office No. 56 Broad way, 
New York. These Plan os made one of the finest disolays at the Centennial 
Exhihition, and were ullanimously recommended for the Diploma oJ Ilo1tor 
and Afedal of Alerit. This Company are the first to do a general business 
with th e pttr"haser direct, saving him more than olu.ha/fthe price charged 
by other fi rst·class makers. We would recommend any of our readers who 
have any idea of ever buying a piano, to send for their Illustrated and De· 
scriptive Catalogue, which will ue mailed free to all. 
. - :rh~ .. J~ome Cook Book," published by J. Fred. Waggoner, of this city, 
IS wll1~lI1g ItS way to fam e, and its pubhsher's way to a fortune. Witness 
the testimony of Mr5. H. W. Beecher respecting it: 
J. FRED WAGGONER, Publisher, Chicago: 
. Dear Sir:-As I am not keeping house, I have not an opportunity to exam . 
me the HO.me .Cook Book as I like to examine everything I recommend. But 
almost by I.nstmct an old h(;>usekeeper can form a tolerably accurate j udQment 
of all that IS usually found III cook books and if you will accept of an instinct· 
ive estima~e o.f the merits of your work, i can truthlully say that I am greatly 
pleased WIth It. 
I like the recipes; mo.st most o.f them are familiar, some ~lightJy different 
from the old, well establtsl.ed reCIpes, and I think they will be improved by 
the change. 
But much that is more important than recipes is found in it, with which I 
have been greatly pleased and instructed. I refer to rules for" Dinner Eti. 
quette," "So~ial Observances," "Table Talk," "Bills of Fare," etc., and 
many othe.r thlllgs brought together very skillfully and calculated to be of 
great service to housekeepers young and olt!. 
Respectfully yours, /2-, vf J 
/ /tA4.r/t: 1r-/3~ 
MANDAtUN, FLA., M,arch 3d, 1877. 
/ 
